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(57) ABSTRACT

A measuring apparatus includes a first waveguide device with
a first feed in device. The first waveguide device carries out a
first measurement. The apparatus further includes a measur-
ing device carrying out a second measurement. The first
waveguide device is adapted for dividing a container interior
into at least one first spatial region and into a second spatial
region. The first waveguide device is further adapted for guid-
ing a first electromagnetic wave in the first spatial region,
which the first electromagnetic wave has been coupled into
the first waveguide device via the first feed in device. The
measuring device is adapted for carrying out the second mea-
surement on the first waveguide device in the second spatial
region.
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MEASURING APPARATUS, CONTROL
APPARATUS AND MEASURING DEVICE FOR
FILL-LEVEL MEASURING

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of the filing date of PCT
Patent Application Serial No. PCT/EP2010/069992 filed 16
Dec. 2010 and U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No.
61/423,798 filed 16 Dec. 2010, the disclosure of both appli-
cations is hereby incorporated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to the field of measuring
technology, and in particular the invention relates to a mea-
suring apparatus, a control apparatus, a measuring device, a
method for operating the measuring apparatus, a computer-
readable storage medium, the use of the measuring apparatus
for emulsion measuring and the use of the measuring appa-
ratus for determining media characteristics.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

In fill-level sensors operating according to the FMCW
(frequency modulated continuous wave) method or pulse-
transit time method electromagnetic or acoustic waves are
emitted in the direction of a feed material surface. Subse-
quently a sensor records the echo signals reflected by the feed
material, the container internals and the container itself, and
from them derives the respective fill level.

The book “Radar level measurement—The users guide”,
ISBN 0-9538920-0-X, by Peter Devine, VEGA Controls,
2000 describes the basic design of radar fill-level sensors.

The printed publication DE 10 2007 061 574 A1 describes
a method for fill-level measuring in which method a reflected
component ofa signal and a capacitance between a capacitive
probe and a reference electrode are measured.

There may be a need to make possible the effective mea-
suring in particular of fill levels and limit levels as well as of
characteristics of a feed material.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to one aspect of the present invention, a mea-
suring apparatus, in particular a measuring apparatus for mea-
suring fill levels and/or limit levels, a control apparatus, a
measuring device, a method for operating the measuring
apparatus, a computer-readable storage medium, the use of
the measuring apparatus for emulsion measuring, and the use
of'the measuring apparatus for determining media character-
istics may be described.

For example, according to one aspect of the present inven-
tion a measuring apparatus may be stated that comprises a
first waveguide device with a first feed in device, and a mea-
suring device or gauge device. The first waveguide device can
be designed for carrying out a first measurement, and the
measuring device can be adapted for carrying out a second
measurement. The first waveguide device may furthermore
be designed for dividing a container interior into at least one
first spatial region and into a second spatial region. Moreover,
the first waveguide device can be adapted for guiding a first
electromagnetic wave in the first spatial region, for example a
guided microwave, which may have been coupled into the
first waveguide device by way of the first feed in device. By
means of the first measurement, in one example a fill level in
the first spatial region may be able to be determined. A feed in
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2

device or a couple device may be adapted to couple or to feed
in an electromagnetic wave into a conductor or wave guide.

The measuring device may be adapted for carrying out the
second measurement on the first waveguide device or on at
least one part of the first waveguide device. The second mea-
surement can take place in the second spatial region. In par-
ticular, the measuring device can be adapted for measuring a
fill level.

For measuring the first waveguide device, the second spa-
tial region or a fill level in the second spatial region, the
measuring device in one example may also utilize an electro-
magnetic wave or generally any transit-time measuring
method. In another exemplary embodiment the measuring
device may utilize an alternative measuring method, for
example an acoustic, a conductive, a capacitive or an induc-
tive measuring method. The measuring signal which the mea-
suring method of the measuring device may utilize can be
coupled into the measuring device by way of a further cou-
pling device.

The first waveguide device may be adapted for spacing
apart the first feed in device of the first waveguide device from
the measuring device so that the first electromagnetic wave
can propagate in the first spatial region at a predeterminable
distance from the second spatial region provided for carrying
out the second measurement by means of the measuring
device. The first spatial region can differ from the second
spatial region. For example, the fill level at different locations
may be determinable with different methods of fill-level mea-
suring by means of a shared measuring apparatus. In one
example the spatial regions may be disjunct. In another
example the two spatial regions may extend so as to be essen-
tially parallel to each other. The spatial regions may be
arranged at various locations along a direction that is essen-
tially perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the first
waveguide device or perpendicular to a direction of propaga-
tion of the first electromagnetic wave. The first waveguide
device may thus be adapted both for spacing apart the spatial
regions, and for spacing apart the feed in devices or the
waveguide devices and/or the measuring device.

According to another aspect of the present invention, the
measuring apparatus may comprise a spacer device, wherein
the spacer device is adapted for spacing apart the first feed in
device of the first waveguide device from the measuring
device. The spacer device may be adapted for spacing apart
the first waveguide device from the measuring device so that
the first electromagnetic wave can propagate at a distance
from the measuring device, which distance is predeter-
minable by means of the spacer device. In other words the
arrangement of the first waveguide device and of the measur-
ing device in the measuring apparatus may permit fill-level
measuring inside a container at different locations. The
spacer device can additionally or solely ensure separation of
the spatial regions so that it may be ensured that the first
measurement takes place essentially in the first spatial region,
and the second measurement takes place essentially in the
second spatial region.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
control apparatus may be stated. The control apparatus may
comprise an evaluation device, a first measuring apparatus
with a first connection device, and a second measuring device
with a second connection device. Furthermore, the control
apparatus may comprise a connection spacer device and a
collective interface. The first measuring apparatus and the
second measuring apparatus may be connected to the evalu-
ation device, and may be designed for providing a first elec-
tromagnetic wave by way of'the first connection device or for
providing a measuring signal for measuring at least part of the
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first waveguide device by way of the second connection
device. The measuring signal can be provided on a measuring
device.

The first connection device may be spaced apart from the
second connection device by means of the connection spacer
device so that the first electromagnetic wave can be provided
at a distance from the measuring signal, which distance is
predeterminable by means of the connection spacer device.
The first measuring device may be adapted for determining
and providing a first measured value of a measurement with
the first electromagnetic wave in a first spatial region, wherein
provision of the first measured value to the evaluation device
may take place. The first electromagnetic wave may be pro-
vided for the first spatial region.

The second measuring device may be adapted for deter-
mining and for providing a second measured value. The sec-
ond measured value may be the result of a measurement with
the measuring signal in a second spatial region, wherein the
second measured value may also be provided to the evalua-
tion device. The evaluation device may be adapted, after
receiving the first measured value and the second measured
value, for converting the first measured value and the second
measured value to a shared measured value or to a common
measured value and for providing this shared measured value
at the collective interface. In other words, in the evaluation
device, reprocessing of the first measured value of a first
measurement, and of a second measured value of a second
measurement may take place, wherein the evaluation may
take place according to predeterminable criteria.

It is also possible to provide an echo curve or a reflection
signal as the first measured value or as the second measured
value. From the reflection signal the echo curve can be gen-
erated, and from the echo curve a measured value or a char-
acteristic value relating to the corresponding spatial region
can be determined. An echo curve can illustrate the reflection
conditions in a spatial region.

For evaluation of the first measured value and/or of the
second measured value the underlying measuring method
may be determined by the respective measuring device. A
measuring device or the control apparatus may detect the type
of'a connected measuring apparatus.

The type of evaluation, in particular the calculation
method, may also be settable by way of a setting device on the
control apparatus.

According to another aspect of the invention, a measuring
device for fill-level measuring and/or for limit-level measur-
ing or limit-value measuring may be described. The measur-
ing device may comprise the measuring apparatus according
to the invention and the control apparatus according to the
invention, wherein the measuring apparatus may be linked
with or connected electrically and/or mechanically to the
control apparatus. Mechanical connection may, for example,
be able to be established by way of a screw thread and/or a
bayonet connection.

The measuring apparatus and/or the control apparatus may
thus be suitable for fill-level measuring or for limit-level
measuring.

According to yet another aspect of the present invention, a
method may be described that may serve to operate the mea-
suring apparatus according to the invention. The method may
comprise the provision of a first electromagnetic wave in a
first waveguide device by way of a first connection device.
The first electromagnetic wave may be provided in a first
spatial region of the first waveguide device. Furthermore, the
method may comprise measuring at least part of the first
waveguide device with a measuring signal that is provided by
way of a second connection device. Measuring the first
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waveguide device by means of the measuring device may take
place in a second spatial region. In one example the first
connection device may be spaced apart from the second con-
nection device by means of a connection spacer device.

The first electromagnetic wave and the measuring signal
may be provided in a locally separated manner for a measure-
ment.

Essentially after carrying out the measurements, a first
measured value of a measurement with the first electromag-
netic wave may be provided to an evaluation device, and a
second measured value of a measurement with the measuring
signal may also be provided to the evaluation device. The first
measured value and/or the second measured value may also
be an echo curve in an analog or digital form, which echo
curve has been determined. The provided first and second
measured values may be converted or taken together in the
evaluation device so as to form a shared measured value, and
this shared measured value may be provided to a collective
interface of the evaluation device. The collective interface
may in one example be an external interface. In one example
the evaluation device can also form part of an output unit.

According to yet another exemplary embodiment a com-
puter-readable storage medium may be described on which a
program code may be stored which when executed by a
processor may instruct the processor to carry out the method
according to the invention.

According to another aspect a program element may be
described which when executed by a processor may instruct
the processor to carry out the method according to the inven-
tion.

The control apparatus may be implemented as a single
integrated circuit (IC).

According to yet another aspect of the present invention,
the use of the measuring apparatus and/or the control appa-
ratus for emulsion measuring may be described.

According to yet another aspect of the present invention,
the use of the measuring apparatus and/or of the control
apparatus for determining media characteristics may be
described, in particular of media characteristics of a liquid or
of a content of a container.

It may be considered an aspect of the present invention that
by means of at least two measurements, which are essentially
carried out at a predeterminable distance, measuring results,
fill levels or echo curves may be provided which essentially
reflect the same circumstances. Because of different evalua-
tion methods of the measuring results obtained with the dif-
ferent measuring methods, parameters may be able to be
determined by means of which a statement may be made that
differs from a fill level. For example, such a statement may
relate to the content or a mixing ratio of a content of a medium
in a container. Moreover, a separating layer position may be
determined. Furthermore, a characteristic value relating to an
overlay medium may be able to be determined which is situ-
ated above a feed material surface and/or a separating layer
surface. An overlay medium can be a lighter-weight second
liquid that is situated above a first liquid; steam, gas or a gas
mixture. A characteristic value can relate to permeability,
permittivity, pressure, temperature, or to a degree of satura-
tion of the overlay medium.

The at least two measurements may be measurements
according to different measuring principles. For example,
transit time measuring or reflection measuring may be carried
out. In another example, fill-level measuring may be carried
out on the basis of ultrasound, laser or an electromagnetic
wave. Furthermore, it may be also possible for fill-level mea-
suring by means of conductive, inductive or capacitive mea-
suring to be used. In particular, the fill level can be determined
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in a pipe by means of a conductive or capacitive measuring
method. In an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion, propagation of two electromagnetic waves at different
physical locations may be utilized for determining the char-
acteristic values of interest. In a further exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention, double fill-level measuring
according to a transit time method may be carried out. In other
words, for measuring, at least one transit-time measuring
method or reflection measuring method may be combined
with any other measuring method. In an exemplary embodi-
ment a transit time method may also be combined with a
further transit-time measuring method. The difference in the
measuring methods may relate to the location at which the
respective method may be carried out. The different locations
may be different spatial regions or different channels of a
measuring apparatus. The channels may be located inside a
shared housing of the measuring apparatus.

According to another aspect of the present invention, the
measuring apparatus may comprise a measuring device that
may be selected from a group of measuring devices, wherein
the group may consist of a conductive measuring device, a
capacitive measuring device, an inductive measuring device,
and an acoustic measuring device. The group may further-
more comprise a second waveguide device with a second feed
in device or a second coupling device, wherein the second
waveguide device may be designed for guiding a second
electromagnetic wave that may have been fed into the second
waveguide device by way of the second feed in device. A feed
in device may also be used to couple an electromagnetic wave
into a wave guide device.

According to yet another aspect of the present invention,
the first waveguide device and/or the second waveguide
device may be selected from a group of different waveguide
devices. The group of waveguide devices may comprise a
coaxial conductor, a hollow conductor, a hollow conductor
comprising at least one lateral opening, a guiding device for a
microwave, a standpipe, a wire, a metal bar and a cord.

The first waveguide device and the measuring device, in
particular the second waveguide device, may be taken
together in a shared housing. For example, the first waveguide
device, too, may be integrated in the measuring device, or the
measuring device may be integrated in the first waveguide
device. The respective outer device may serve as a housing for
the entire measuring apparatus. In this manner a compact
configuration of a probe may be implementable so that the
probe can be accommodated in just a single process connec-
tion of a container. A process connection may be an opening
of a container. This opening can also comprise a flange for
installing the measuring apparatus and/or a control apparatus.

The shared housing may make possible simple transport of
the measuring apparatus. In one example the measuring appa-
ratus may be a probe. Taking together the components of the
probe in a shared housing may also facilitate installation of
the probe on a control device. The distances between the
channels may essentially not be influenced during transport.

According to another aspect of the present invention, the
spacer device may be at least one spacer device selected from
the group of spacer devices. The group of spacer devices may
consists of a bracket, a flange, a container wall, a wall of a
hollow conductor or of a waveguide and an isolator.

The spacer device may hold the first waveguide device and
the measuring device essentially at a constant distance. In this
way the same measured quantity, for example the level of a
liquid in a container, may be able to be determined at different
locations. The position of the locations may essentially be
known by means of the spacer. With the use of special mea-
sures, for example lateral openings in a standpipe, it may be
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made sure that in the individual channels an essentially iden-
tical liquid level may be ensured.

According to yet another exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, the first waveguide device and the measur-
ing device, in particular the second waveguide device, may be
arranged coaxially.

By means of a coaxial arrangement of the waveguide
device and of the measuring device, in particular of the first
waveguide device and of the second waveguide device, inte-
gration of the first waveguide device in the measuring device
and vice-versa may be able to be implemented. For example,
the first waveguide device may be a metal bar, and the mea-
suring device may be the outer wall of a hollow conductor.
The metal bar may comprise a first longitudinal axis, and the
hollow conductor may comprise a second longitudinal axis,
wherein with a coaxial arrangement the longitudinal axes of
the waveguide devices or of the measuring device are essen-
tially situated on top of each other.

According to a further aspect of the present invention, the
first waveguide device and/or the second waveguide device
may comprise an end, wherein through this end a reference
line extends so as to be essentially perpendicularto a direction
of propagation of the electromagnetic wave, wherein the first
feed in device and the second feed in device are arranged in
the essentially equal space relative to this reference line. The
reference line may be an imaginary reference line.

Thus the feed in device may be situated so as to be essen-
tially equidistant from a pipe end or a probe end.

According to yet another exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, the first feed in device and/or the second
feed in device may be at least one feed in device selected from
the group of feed in devices. The group of feed in devices may
consist of a strip conductor, a loudspeaker, an optocoupler, a
laser, an inductive coupler, a capacitive coupler, a loop cou-
pling, a pin coupling and a hole coupling. A coupler or a
coupling may be a feed device.

The fed in device may be suitable for stimulating a mea-
suring signal, in particular an electromagnetic wave, an
acoustic wave or an optical wave inside the first feed in device
and/or the measuring device so that the corresponding signal
can propagate in the measuring device or waveguide device.

According to yet another aspect of the present invention,
the first feed in device and/or the second feed in device may
comprise a connection device, in particular a first connection
device and a second connection device, respectively. The
connection devices may in each case be at least one connec-
tion device that may be selected from the group of connection
devices consisting of a high-frequency plug, a high-fre-
quency socket, a high-frequency adapter, a circulator and a
directional coupler.

According to yet another aspect of the present invention,
the measuring apparatus may be designed as a probe for a
fill-level measuring device and/or for a limit-level measuring
device.

The probe may, for example, comprise a screw connection
or a bayonet connection by means of which connection said
probe can be connected to a matching control apparatus or
control device in order to form a measuring device or a field
device, in particular a field device for fill-level measuring or
for limit-level measuring.

According to one aspect a measuring signal may be a
current, in particular an electrical current, that can be set
depending on a capacitance or inductance.

According to yet another aspect a measuring signal may be
a second electromagnetic wave.

Measuring, gauging or ranging the first waveguide device
may thus essentially take place not only by means of a capaci-
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tive or inductive method, but also by means of a freely propa-
gating or by means of a guided electromagnetic wave. As an
alternative it is also possible to use an acoustic wave, for
example in the ultrasonic range. The measuring device can
thus utilize a further transit-time measuring method or a
reflection measuring method.

According to yet another exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, the control apparatus may comprise a
shared generator for generating the electromagnetic wave and
the measuring signal and in particular the first electromag-
netic wave and the second electromagnetic wave. Moreover,
the control apparatus may comprise a distribution device,
wherein the distribution device may be designed for distrib-
uting the first electromagnetic wave to the first connection
device, and the second electromagnetic wave to the second
connection device. In the case of an inductive and/or capaci-
tive measurement the measuring signal can be a current that
may be influenced according to a prevailing fill level.

According to another aspect of the present invention, the
method for operating the measuring apparatus may comprise
the provision of a second electromagnetic wave as a measur-
ing signal. The second electromagnetic wave may be pro-
vided by way of the second connection device. It may then be
possible to provide to the evaluation device a second mea-
sured value of a measurement with the second electromag-
netic wave.

It should be noted that different aspects of the invention are
described with reference to different objects. In particular,
some aspects are described with reference to device-related
claims, whereas other aspects are described with reference to
method-related claims. However, a person skilled in the art
may be able to gather from the description above and the
description below that, unless otherwise described, in addi-
tion to any combination of characteristics that forms part of a
category of objects, any combination of characteristics that
relates to different categories of objects may also be consid-
ered to be disclosed by this text. In particular, combinations of
characteristics of device-related claims with characteristics
of method-related claims may have been disclosed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

Below, further exemplary embodiments of the present
invention are described with reference to figures.

FIG. 1 shows a measuring arrangement for fill-level mea-
suring with a standpipe and a measuring rod according to the
method of the guided microwave to provide a better under-
standing of the present invention.

FIG. 2 shows three evaluation curves for echo signal pro-
cessing to provide a better understanding of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 3 shows a measuring arrangement with a measuring
rod according to the principle of the guided microwave to
provide a better understanding of the present invention.

FIG. 4 shows an arrangement with a standpipe for fill-level
measuring according to the freely-radiating radar principle to
provide a better understanding of the present invention.

FIG. 5 shows a measuring arrangement for fill-level mea-
suring by means of a freely-radiating electromagnetic wave
and a guided microwave according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 shows a measuring arrangement for fill-level mea-
suring with two electromagnetic waves according to the prin-
ciple of the guided microwave according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 shows a further measuring arrangement for measur-
ing a fill level with two electromagnetic waves according to
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the principle of the guided microwave according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 shows a measuring arrangement for measuring an
emulsion according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 9 shows a measuring arrangement for determining
media characteristics during fill-level measuring according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 10A shows a simple block diagram of a control appa-
ratus according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 10B shows a detailed block diagram of a control
apparatus with separate signal paths according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 10C shows a detailed block diagram of a control
apparatus with a shared evaluation unit and a shared output
unit according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 10D shows a detailed block diagram of a control
apparatus with an analog switch according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 10E shows a detailed block diagram of a control
apparatus with a high-frequency change over switch accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 shows a top view of the measuring apparatus or
measuring arrangement of FIG. 6 according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 shows a flow chart relating to a method for oper-
ating a measuring apparatus according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The illustrations in the figures are diagrammatic and not to
scale.

A measuring apparatus can, for example, comprise a first
waveguide device and a measuring device, or a first
waveguide device and a second waveguide device which are
implemented as two devices. The devices can utilize different
measuring principles. By means of a standpipe a microwave
can be guided; however, it is also possible to measure the
capacitance of the standpipe.

When using acoustic or optical waves the signal generated
by the fill-level measuring device or by the control apparatus
generally-speaking freely propagates in the direction of the
feed material surface to be measured. In a unit or a device that
utilizes radar waves for measuring the feed material surface,
both free propagation in the direction of the medium to be
measured, which medium can form the feed material surface,
can be considered, and propagation along a guiding device,
for example the interior of a hollow conductor, which guiding
device guides the radar waves from the fill-level measuring
device, in particular from the control apparatus or from the
feed in device, to the medium. In devices according to the
principle of the guided microwave the high-frequency signals
are guided in the interior or along the surface of a waveguide
to the medium.

On the surface of the medium to be measured some of the
incoming signals are reflected, and after a corresponding
transit time return to the fill-level measuring device, in par-
ticular to the control apparatus of a fill-level measuring device
or of a field device. The non-reflected signal components
enter the medium and propagate in it, according to the physi-
cal characteristics of the medium, in the direction of the
container bottom. These signals are reflected by the container
bottom and, after passing through the medium and the over-
laid atmosphere or the overlay medium, return to the fill-level
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measuring device, in particular to a first measuring device or
to a second measuring device.

The measuring device receives the signals reflected by
various positions and from them determines the distance to
the feed material according to a transit-time measuring
method.

The determined distance to the feed material is provided
towards the outside by way of an external interface. The
provision can be implemented in analog form, for example as
a4.20mA signal ona 4.20 mA interface, or in digital form, for
example on a field bus. A field bus can be a HART® bus, a
Profibus or a Fieldbus Foundation™ field bus. A further
example of an interface may be the I°C (inter-integrated cir-
cuit) interface or a computer interface such as RS232, RS485,
USB (universal serial bus), Ethernet, FireWire or WLAN
(wireless local area network).

Fill-level measuring, separating layer measuring and/or
emulsion measuring can take place in various ways. For
example, an arrangement for fill-level measuring, separating
layer measuring and/or emulsion measuring can comprise at
least one measuring apparatus and/or a control apparatus that
determines the fill level according to the principle of the
guided microwave. In another exemplary embodiment it is,
however, also possible to implement an apparatus that in
terms of a measuring principle, as a supplement to the guided
microwave, or as an alternative to it, utilizes at least one
acoustic measuring principle, an optical measuring principle,
an inductive measuring principle, a capacitive measuring
principle or an essentially freely-radiating measuring prin-
ciple, in particular with the use of freely-radiating radar
waves.

It may be an aspect of the invention to create a device or
probe that makes it possible, essentially at the same time, to
utilize at least two identical or different measuring principles
with only a single device.

FIG. 1 shows an arrangement for fill-level measuring
according to the principle of a guided microwave. The
arrangement of FIG. 1 utilizes a coaxial standpipe 104 with an
inner guide for fill-level measuring. The container 100 is
filled with a medium M 106 or a liquid 106 up to a filling
height dz—d,. The filling height is calculated from a differ-
ence between two distances, starting with a reference height,
for example the location of feeding in the microwave or the
location of coupling the microwave. It is assumed that the
space above the liquid 107 first is filled with another medium,
for example air L. In other words, the space above the liquid
107 first comprises another medium, for example air L.

The liquid 106 to be measured, and the overlay atmosphere
107 are essentially in the container interior.

A fill-level measuring device 101 operating according to
the principle of the guided microwave generates an electro-
magnetic pulse 103 in a control apparatus 130 by means of a
high-frequency unit 102 and couples said electromagnetic
pulse 103 into a probe 104, which in the arrangement shown
in FIG. 1 is designed as a waveguide 104, after which this
pulse propagates in the interior of the waveguide 104 almost
at the speed of light in the direction of the feed material
surface 105 to be measured. In other words, the fill-level
measuring device feeds the pulse 103 into the probe 104.

In the present example the waveguide 104 shown is
designed in the form of a coaxial guide. However, any form of
a waveguide can be considered as a probe, thus in particular
single-wire or multiple-wire lines.

The coaxial guide 104 used for fill-level measuring com-
prises a pipe that has holes 115, spaced apart from each other
s0 as to be equidistant, in the pipe wall, which holes 115 make
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it possible for the liquid 106 to be measured to enter the region
between the outer guide, e.g. the wall of the pipe 104, and the
inner guide 120.

The feed material surface 105 reflects part of the incoming
signal energy, whereupon the reflected signal component
propagates along the waveguide 104 back to the fill-level
measuring device 101 and in particular to the evaluation
device of the fill-level measuring device. The non-reflected
signal component enters the liquid 106 and propagates in it at
greatly reduced speed along the waveguide 104. The speed
Cagoainm OF the electromagnetic wave 103 inside the liquid 106
is determined by the material characteristics of the liquid 106:

o

CMedium =
VER KR

wherein ¢, denotes the speed of light in the vacuum, &,
denotes the permittivity value of the liquid, and 1, denotes the
permeability value of the liquid. At the lower end 108 of the
waveguide 104 in a bottom region of the container 100 the
remaining signal component is also reflected, and after a
corresponding transit time returns to the fill-level measuring
device 101, in particular to the control apparatus 130. In the
fill-level measuring device 101, in particular in the control
apparatus 130, the incoming signals are processed by means
of the high-frequency unit 102 and are, for example, trans-
formed to a lower-frequency intermediate frequency range
(IF range). By means of an analog-digital converter unit 109
(A/D converter) the analog echo curves, which are provided
by the high-frequency unit 102, are digitized and made avail-
able to an evaluation unit 110. The evaluation unit 110 ana-
lyzes the digitized echo curves, and, based on the echos
contained therein, according to predeterminable methods
determines that echo which has been generated by the reflec-
tion from the feed material surface 105. Moreover, the evalu-
ation unit 110 determines the essentially precise distance to
this echo. Furthermore, the essentially precise distance to the
echo is corrected in such a manner that influences which the
overlaid gas atmosphere 107 has on the propagation of the
electromagnetic waves are compensated. The compensated
distance to the feed material 113, which distance has been
calculated in this manner, is provided to an output unit 111
which further processes the particular value according to the
specifications of the user, for example by linearization, offset
correction, conversion to a filling height d;—d,. The pro-
cessed measured value is provided towards the outside on an
external communication interface 112. Any interface can be
used for such provision, in particular a 4.20 mA current
interface, an industrial field bus such as HART®, Profibus,
Fieldbus Foundation™ (FF), or also a computer interface
such as RS232, RS485, USB (universal serial bus), Ethernet
or FireWire.

FIG. 2 illustrates the steps which in the context of echo
signal processing in the evaluation unit 110 are used for
compensating the influences of various media. Parts of these
steps can be utilized in the evaluation of echo signals.

Curve 201, curve trace 201 or graph 201 first shows the
echo curve 204 which has been acquired by the analog-digital
converter unit 109 over time and which has been obtained
from the reflection signals. The echo curve first comprises the
transmission pulse 205. A short time later, at the point in time
1y, a first reflection 206 is acquired which has been caused by
coupling or feeding in the high-frequency signal into the
waveguide 104, e.g. by a feed in device. A further reflection
207 is derived from the feed material surface 105 and is



US 9,046,404 B2

11

acquired at the point in time t; . Finally, the echo 208 gener-
ated by the lower end 108 of the waveguide 104 is acquired at
the point in time t5.

In a first processing step the time-dependent curve 204 is
transformed to a distance-dependent curve 211. During this
transformation it is assumed that the acquired curve 204 has
formed exclusively by propagation in a vacuum. By multipli-
cation with the speed of light in the vacuum, the ordinate of
the first illustration 201 is converted to a distance axis of the
second illustration 202. This distance axis indicates the elec-
trical distance. Furthermore, setting off or taking into account
an offset results in the echo 206 caused by coupling-in the
high-frequency signal obtaining the distance value of 0 m.

The second illustration 202 shows the echo curve 211 as a
function of the electrical distance D. The electrical distance
corresponds to the distance which an electromagnetic wave in
a vacuum covers in a certain time. The electrical distance
essentially does not take into account any influences of a
medium, which influences possibly result in slower propaga-
tion of the electromagnetic waves. The curve 211 thus repre-
sents a non-compensated-for echo curve that is, however,
connected to locations.

In the present text electrical distances may be designated
by upper-case characters D whereas physical distances that
can be measured on the container may be designated by
lower-case characters d. The physical distance d;, dg, 113,
114 can be measured on the container.

It may, furthermore, be possible to essentially fully com-
pensate the echo curve 211, i.e. to essentially fully relate the
echo curve to a physical distance. The third illustration 203 in
FIG. 2 shows such a fully compensated echo curve 212 of the
echo curve 211. In order to obtain an illustration of the echoes
above the physical distance, in the present case the influence
of'the overlay medium 107 in the region between locations 0
and D; of the curve 211 is taken into account. The electrical
distance indications of the abscissa between 0 and D, are
converted to physical distance indications according to the
following context:

D;

VEeL-fr

di =

wherein i denotes a running index relating to distance values
between the locations Oand D, . Since &, ; and i, (€, and
IL;,) in good approximation essentially correspond approxi-
mately to the value 1, in the present example no correction
needs to be made in relation to this section. The electrical
distance indications of the abscissa between D; and Dy,
which correspond to the region of the container, which region
comprises a medium other than air, are, however, converted to
physical distance indications according to the following con-
text:

Di-D
dodp+ 220D

EM KM

wherein i denotes a running index relating to distance values
between the locations D; and Dy.

The third illustration 203 of an echo curve shows the cor-
rected gradient or the compensated gradient of the acquired
echo curve 204. Both the distance d; to the echo 209 of the
feed material surface 105 and the distance dz of the echo 210
generated by the lower end 108 of the waveguide 104 essen-
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tially correspond to the distances d,, dg, 113, 114 that can be
re-measured on the container 100.

Within the context of signal processing 102, 109, 110, 111
in the device 101, in particular in the latter’s control apparatus
130, conversion of the acquired curve 204 to curve 211, in
other words determination of the electrical distances of vari-
ous echoes, is carried out essentially in relation to all acquired
echoes 205, 206, 207, 208. Conversion of the echo curve 211
to a compensated echo curve 212 is generally-speaking not
carried out, because correction of a single fill-level value is
sufficient. In other words, in the non-compensated curve 211
only the echo of the feed material surface 105 or the echo
generated on the lower end of the waveguide may be com-
pensated.

FIG. 3 shows a further arrangement 301 for fill-level mea-
suring according to the principle of the guided microwave. In
this arrangement, fill-level measuring takes place by means of
a single conductor 302. The device differs by a changed
fill-level measuring device 301 that instead of utilizing the
coaxial conductor 104 as a probe 302 utilizes a metal bar 302
for guiding a high-frequency signal 103 generated by the
high-frequency unit 303 ofthe control apparatus 330. In other
words the fill-level measuring device 301 may comprise a
control apparatus 330 and a probe 302. Because of physical
law principles, the high-frequency signal 103 can essentially
not propagate in the interior of the metal bar 302, but instead
moves along the outer surface of the bar, in particular between
the bar and the container wall. The echo signals 204, 211,212
that can be generated with this arrangement, in a rough
approximation, essentially correspond to those from FIG. 2,
and for this reason the evaluation of the signals and thus the
control apparatus 330 essentially do not differ from the con-
trol apparatus 130 shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 shows a further apparatus 401 for fill-level measur-
ing, which apparatus 401 is designed according to the freely-
radiating radar principle. For fill-level measuring according
to the freely-radiating radar principle a standpipe 404 can be
utilized in order to achieve guidance of the radar rays or
generally of an electromagnetic wave. The fill-level measur-
ing device 401, which satisfies the requirements of fill-level
measuring according to the freely-radiating radar principle,
may comprise the control apparatus 430 for generating and
evaluating a radar signal, and may comprise the probe 404 or
the standpipe 404. The fill-level measuring device 401 emits
the radar signal 402 by way of the feed in device 403 or the
antenna 403 into the interior of the standpipe 404, whereupon
this radar signal propagates, according to physical law prin-
ciples, inside the standpipe 404. Operation without a stand-
pipe is also possible, wherein in that case the freely-radiating
radar wave is essentially guided by the inner wall of the
container. The signals reflected by the feed material 105, in
particular by its surface, in turn serve to determine the actual
fill level 113 in the container 100. The arrangement according
to FIG. 4 can also be utilized for acquiring the fill level by
means of acoustic signals or optical signals in the standpipe.

In the arrangement shown in figures FIG. 1, FIG. 3 and
FIG. 4 in each case only one measurement or one single
measuring principle is used for measuring the fill level with
the use of a standpipe. These measurements with the use of
only one single measuring principle are a single-channel
measurement process. A multi-channel measurement in the
context of fill-level measuring technology can, however, offer
an effective evaluation of echo curves. In a multi-channel
measurement a multi-channel measuring device may be uti-
lized. A multi-channel measuring device may utilize a multi-
channel probe, a multi-channel measuring apparatus and/or a
multi-channel control apparatus. In combination with a cor-
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respondingly adapted control apparatus, instead of or as a
supplement to a measured value that indicates the fill level, a
further parameter can be stated, for example a material char-
acteristic or a mixing ratio of a medium. The measured value
and/or parameter can be provided at a collective interface.

The measuring apparatus, in particular the multi-channel
measuring apparatus or multi-channel probe, can be utilized
for fill-level measuring and/or separating layer measuring
and/or emulsion measuring and/or interface measuring.

FIG. 5 shows an embodiment of a multi-channel measuring
device 501 with a multi-channel measuring apparatus 505 and
a multi-channel control apparatus 530 according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention. The multi-chan-
nel measuring apparatus 505 comprises a first channel 509,
510, 531 and a second channel 502, 504, 532. By means of a
standpipe 505 a multi-channel measurement can thus be car-
ried out.

The fill-level measuring device 501 is designed, by means
of a first measuring device 509 or by means of a first high-
frequency unit 509, to generate an electromagnetic pulse 511,
and to couple the aforesaid, by means of a suitable coupling
510 or a first feed in device 510, into the first waveguide
device 531, for example an outside 531 of the standpipe 505.
For feeding in or coupling in, the first coupling device 510 or
feed in device 510 leads the electromagnetic pulse 511 or the
electromagnetic wave 511 to the outside of the standpipe 505.
Following feeding in, the electromagnetic pulse 511 propa-
gates along the surface 531 of the standpipe 505 and is
reflected by the surface 506 of the medium to be measured.
The first high-frequency unit 509 prepares an echo curve from
the reflected signals, which echo curve is digitized in the
analog-digital converter unit 507 and is forwarded to the
evaluation device 508 or evaluation unit 508. The first mea-
suring device 509 and the second measuring device 502 share
the analog-digital converter unit 507, i.e. the first measuring
apparatus 509 and the second measuring apparatus 502 utilize
a shared A/D converter unit 507. By means of this digitized
first echo curve, the evaluation unit 508 determines at least
one characteristic value relating to the level of the feed mate-
rial surface 506.

Furthermore, the fill-level measuring device 501 radiates
the radar wave 503, which has been generated in the second
measuring device 502, in the second channel 502 or in a
second high-frequency unit 50, by way of a second feed in
device 504 or antenna 504, into the interior of a standpipe
505. The standpipe 505, in particular the inner pipe wall of the
standpipe 505, is used as a locally separate measuring device
532 and can be designed as a second waveguide device 532
for the radar wave 503 or for the electromagnetic wave 503.
Because of the reflection from the feed material surface 506
the fill-level measuring device 501 is able to form a second
echo curve and to digitize it by means of the analog-digital
converter unit 507 and to forward it as a digital echo curve 204
to the evaluation device 508 or to the evaluation unit 508. By
means of this digitized echo curve the evaluation unit 508
determines at least one further characteristic value relating to
the level of the feed material surface 506.

In addition it should be pointed out that this determination
of a fill level by means of the measuring device, for example
in the interior 532 of a standpipe 505, can be implemented
with the use of various measuring principles. Examples of
measuring principles on which the measuring device can be
based include fill-level measuring processes on the basis of
ultrasound or laser, or fill-level measuring processes by
means of conductive, inductive or capacitive measuring of the
interior space of the standpipe.
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The first waveguide device 531 locally separates the mea-
suring device 532 so that the first measuring device 509
acquires the feed material surface 506 at a local position that
differs from the position used by the measuring device 532 or
gauge device 532. The first waveguide device 531 thus sepa-
rates two spatial regions 531, 532 from each other. In particu-
lar, a probe 505 can provide two spatial regions 531, 532 in
which measurements can be carried out.

Furthermore, the evaluation unit 508 is able, with the use of
atleast one of the characteristic values previously determined
from a first measurement and/or a second measurement, relat-
ing to the level inside and/or outside the standpipe 505, to
determine at least one shared characteristic value relating to
the level of the feed material surface 506, which characteristic
value following further off-setting by the output device 512 is
provided to a shared interface 513. The provision can be
implemented in analog form for example as a 4.20 mA signal
to a4.20 mA interface, orin digital form for example to a field
bus. A field bus can be a HART®-bus, a Profibus or a Fieldbus
Foundation™ field bus.

It is also possible for the evaluation unit 508 to determine
expanded information based on the at least two measure-
ments, thus information which essentially does not relate to
fill levels. In other words, by means of two-channel measure-
ment or by means of multi-channel measurement it is not only
possible to determine a fill level, but also a further result. This
can, for example, be ASSET information that provides early
identification of prospective malfunctions of the sensors, or
information relating to the reliability of the measurement or
to the contamination buildup relating to the standpipe.

The standpipe 505 shown in FIG. 5 comprises a multitude
of'lateral openings 533 in the lateral surface of the standpipe
533, which openings 533 make it possible for a liquid to enter
the interior 532 of the standpipe. In an exemplary embodi-
ment the standpipe comprises a single lateral opening or
exactly two lateral openings. In one example at least one
lateral opening is arranged on the standpipe 505 in such a
manner that in an installed state in a container 100 it is located
s0 as to be as close as possible to the container bottom 534
and/or that it is arranged so as to be located as far as possible
from the container bottom 534. The term “container bottom”
534 may refer to the region in a container 100 in which region
a liquid essentially collects when gravitational force acts on
the liquid 506. The openings 533 can be designed as holes,
lamellae or slits. The openings can be distributed in an essen-
tially uniform grid along a line or irregularly over the length
of'the pipe 505. According to another example, except for the
openings on the two end faces or face sided of the pipe 505,
said pipe 505 essentially comprises no further openings. Gen-
erally speaking, a pipe may comprise openings on the end
faces. A cover on an end face of the pipe can be utilized as a
spacer device. The spacer device can be arranged at any
arbitrary position along the length of the pipe.

The measuring apparatus 505 is designed as a multi-chan-
nel measuring probe 505. It comprises the spacer device 535
which essentially ensures that the measuring device 532 and
the first waveguide device 531 comprise an essentially con-
stant distance over a predeterminable length. The spacer
device 535 may thus be designed in such a manner that it can
make possible essentially parallel measurement in the two
channels 511, 532. In the case in which apart from the first
waveguide device 532 the measuring device 531 also utilizes
propagation of an electromagnetic wave, the spacer device
may essentially ensure that the two waves propagate indepen-
dently of each other in a parallel direction. Thus, measure-
ment of the fill level 506 may take place at two different
locations whose distance from each other is essentially
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known. The spacer device 535 can be designed so as to match
the connection spacer device 535' of the control apparatus
530.

For affixation of the measuring probe 505 to the control
apparatus 530 a first connection device 536' and a second
connection device 537" can be provided on the control appa-
ratus 530. On the measuring probe a first feed in device 510
with a connection device 536, and a second feed in device 504
with a connection device 537 are provided. The first connec-
tion device 536' may be provided for electrical connection to
the connection device 536 of the first feed in device 510, for
example as a plug/socket combination. The second connec-
tion device 537" may be provided for electrical connection to
the connection device 537 of the second coupling device 504,
for example as a plug/socket combination. For mechanically
connecting the measuring apparatus 505 to the control appa-
ratus 530 a matching screw thread and/or a corresponding
bayonet socket can be provided. Mechanical coupling can
also take place by means of the spacer device 535 or the
connection spacer device 535'. The connection spacer device
535' can be used to hold the measuring signal or the electro-
magnetic wave of the control apparatus 530 at a distance
corresponding to the distance between the measuring device
and the first waveguide device. In this manner, during
mechanical coupling, it is easy to bring about electrical cou-
pling since, by means of the spacer device 535 and the con-
nection spacer device 535', the connection devices 536, 537
of'the feed in devices 510, 504 and of the measuring appara-
tuses 509, 502 are matched to each other. Thus a measuring
device 501 for multi-channel measurement can be produced
quickly.

FIG. 6 shows a further arrangement 601 for multi-channel
fill-level measuring. In the exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, according to FIG. 6 a coaxial conductor
605 is utilized as a multi-channel probe. In this variant a
standpipe 605, 505 is provided with an inner conductor 603
and forms a coaxial conductor 605 which as a result of being
affixed to the control apparatus 630 forms part of the fill-level
measuring device 601. The level 506 of the liquid in the
interior of this conductor 605 is determined by means of a
second electromagnetic pulse 639 that is generated by the
second measuring apparatus 602, which is designed as a third
high-frequency unit 602. This third high-frequency unit 602
is designed in such a manner that it can excite an electromag-
netic wave in the coaxial conductor 605. The first measuring
apparatus 509 is designed as a first high-frequency unit 509
and corresponds to the first high-frequency unit 509 of FIG. 5.
The first measuring device 509 is utilized for measuring the
level 506 of the liquid, corresponding to the method shown in
FIG. 5, of measuring the fill level in the first channel 531
along the outer surface of the standpipe 605. Likewise this
embodiment of a two-channel measuring 531, 632, shown in
FIG. 6, by means of a two-channel measuring probe 605 is
used for carrying out two measurements that are independent
of each other according to the principle of the guided micro-
wave for fill-level determination, or to carry out double fill-
level measuring according to a transit time method.

In the case of a guided microwave the guided wave essen-
tially propagates between a potential and a reference poten-
tial. In the case of a bar being used as a waveguide, the bar
may carry the potential, and the reference potential may be
situated essentially at an infinitely distant point. During
propagation of an electromagnetic wave along a surface, such
as the surface 531 of a pipe, the potential may be situated on
the outside 531 of the pipe or on the lateral surface of the pipe,
and the reference potential may be situated on the inner side
of a container wall 538. Thus, a medium can be measured
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which is located between the container wall 538 and the
lateral surface 531 of the pipe 505, 506. In the case of a
coaxial conductor 605 the potential may be situated on the
inner conductor 603, and the reference potential may be situ-
ated on an outer conductor, for example of the lateral surface
of'a pipe 605, in particular of the inner surface of a pipe wall.

The feed in devices 510, 504, 631 may be designed for
feeding in a signal 511, 503, 603 which they receive by way
of the connection devices 536, 537, 636, 637 of the feed in
devices or by way of the connection devices 536', 537", 636/,
637" of the measuring apparatuses 509, 502, 602 into the
corresponding channels 531, 532, 632. In particular, the cou-
pling device 510, 504, 631 may ensure that the waves 511,
639 can propagate in the desired regions, spatial regions 531,
532, 632 or channels. Thus, a first electromagnetic wave 511
may propagate in a first channel 531, and a second electro-
magnetic wave 639 may propagate in a second channel 632.
The feed in device 510, 504, 631 may care for the assignment
of'the potential and of the reference potential for the purpose
of propagation. For said assignment the feed in device can
comprise a potential separation device. In order to allow
propagation the feed in device may assign the potential.

The feed in devices 510, 631 comprise the connection
devices 636, 637 which ensure electrical coupling of the
probe 605 to the control apparatus 630 to corresponding
connection devices 636', 637'. The spacer device 635 and the
connection spacer device 635', respectively, apart from ensur-
ing local separation of the feed in devices 510, 631 and of the
connection devices 636, 637, respectively, can also ensure
assignment of the potentials.

The two channels 531, 632 form in the interior and in the
exterior of the coaxial conductor 605, in other words essen-
tially between the standpipe 605 and the container wall 538 or
between the inner conductor 631 and the outer conductor 605.

FIG. 7 shows a further probe 733 according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention. The fill-level
measuring device 701 again comprises two measuring appa-
ratuses 702, 703 or high-frequency units 702, 703, which are
independent of each other and are utilized for measuring the
fill level according to the principle of the guided microwave
on two different paths 731, 732 or in two different channels
731, 732 or for measuring said fill level in a locally separated
manner or for measuring the fill level with two different
methods. Local separation takes place along a radial direction
of'the coaxially arranged waveguides, i.e. essentially so as to
be perpendicular to a direction of propagation of the guided
wave. The two channels are formed by a double coaxial
conductor in which a coaxial conductor 708 comprising the
standpipe 705 as an outer conductor 705 and the bar 704 as an
inner conductor 704 is enclosed by a hollow conductor 706 so
that the coaxial conductor and the hollow conductor are
arranged so as to be essentially coaxial to each other in rela-
tion to a longitudinal axis. The probe 733 thus essentially
comprises two coaxially arranged pipes 705, 706.

The first measurement 731 uses the outer coaxial conduc-
tor 709 for determining a fill-level value or for determining
the fill level, wherein the outer coaxial conductor 709 com-
prises the casing pipe 706, the coating pipe 706 or standpipe
706 as an outer conductor and the pipe 705 as an inner con-
ductor. The second measurement 732 uses the inner coaxial
conductor 708 for determining the fill-level value. The pipe
706 of the outer coaxial conductor 709 forms the shared
housing of the probe 733. Thus the first channel 731 and the
second channel 732 share the middle conductor 705 or center
conductor 705 as an outer conductor 705 and an inner con-
ductor 705, respectively. A decision as to whether the middle
conductor 705 is used as an inner conductor 705 for the outer
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conductor 706 or as an outer conductor 705 for the inner
conductor 704 depends on the wiring ofthe feed in device 734
of'the outer conductor and on the wiring or connection of the
feed in device 735 of the inner conductor. The middle guide
705 can be of a multi-layer design. For example, the middle
conductor can comprise a conductive outer conductor and a
conductive inner conductor, which conductors are essentially
insulated from each other by means of a dielectric material so
that both local separation and electrical separation is
achieved. The outer conductor or the outside of the middle
conductor 705 can be the inner conductor of the first channel
731, and the inner conductor or the inside of the middle guide
705 can also be the outer conductor of the second channel
732. Depending on the application of the probe, the inner
coaxial conductor 708 and the outer coaxial conductor 709
can comprise regular holes 707 or openings 707 that make it
possible for the liquid 106 to be measured to enter. To illus-
trate the inner coaxial conductor 708, which would otherwise
be hidden by the outer coaxial conductor 709, part of the pipe
wall of the casing pipe 706 is shown in a dashed line in FIG.
7. Moreover, FIG. 7 shows the open lower end faces or face
sides of the pipes 705 and 708 opposite the feed in devices
734, 735. The two regions, which the probe 733 separates,
correspond to the two channels 731, 732, in each case
between the inner conductor 704, 705 or the outer conductor
706, 705.

FIG. 8 shows a measuring device 801 for measuring sepa-
rating layers and/or emulsions by means of a standpipe. The
measuring device 801 comprises the control apparatus 830
and the probe 831. The probe 831 is designed in such a
manner that the liquid level in a second channel 832 differs
from that in a first channel 531. The constructional embodi-
ment of the probe 831 with essentially only two lateral open-
ings 834, 835 may prevent, for example, a separating layer of
aliquid 833, which separating layer has formed in the interior
832 of the probe, from mixing as a result of a mixer or stirrer.
A probe 831 designed in this manner may make it possible for
the probe 831 to be utilized for emulsion measuring in a
standpipe. To this effect, characteristic values can be deter-
mined from the at least two measurements in the two channels
531, 832, which characteristic values are required in the con-
text of separating layer measuring and/or emulsion measur-
ing. In other words, a probe for emulsion measuring may be
designed in such a manner that within a container it can
separate two regions 531, 831 or channels 531, 831, wherein
in one region a mixed emulsion comprising several liquids
can be measured, and in the other region a separating layer
between the liquids, which separating layer has arisen as a
result of de-mixing, can be measured. By way of the collec-
tive interface 836 an associated control apparatus 830 can
output a characteristic value relating to the emulsion.

FIG. 9 shows a measuring device 901 for measuring or
determining the media characteristics of an overlay atmo-
sphere. The measuring device comprises the probe 933 and
the control apparatus 930. The probe 933 or measuring appa-
ratus 933 is a waveguide 902 whose interior has at least partly
been filled with a dielectric material 903. The dielectric mate-
rial 903 is arranged in an upper region of the hollow conductor
902, of the waveguide 902, of the coaxial conductor 902 or of
the standpipe 902. In this arrangement the upper region is
essentially opposite a container bottom 534 near the second
feed in device 631 of a second channel 632, B. By means of a
first channel 531, A the outside of the waveguide 902 can be
measured. Because of the different measurements in the two
channels A, B a media characteristic of the overlay atmo-
sphere 906 or of the overlay liquid 906 can be determined.
The dielectric material 903 delays the propagation of the
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wave in the interior of the probe 933, which wave is used for
measuring. In this manner it is possible for the two signals in
the two channels 631, 632 to comprise different transit times
although the physical distance which they travel to reach the
feed material 106 is essentially the same or essentially iden-
tical. By means of the different echo curves which in this
process arise in the two channels A, B, in particular the
dielectric constant and/or the permittivity value of an overlay
atmosphere 906 or overlay liquid 906 that forms above the
feed material 106 or above the liquid 106 can be determined.
By way of the collective interface 936 an associated control
apparatus 930 can output a characteristic value relating to the
overlay atmosphere 906 or overlay liquid 906.

Since a characteristic value can be output by way of the
shared collective interface 513, 836, 936, a measuring device
501, 601, 701, 801, 901 only occupies a single connection on
an evaluation device. Taking together at least two channels or
several channels in a single probe 733, 505, 605, 831, 902, in
particular taking together several channels in a shared hous-
ing, for example by means of the spacer device 535, 535', 635,
635', can make it possible for the probe to occupy only one
single process opening of a container 100. Thus a space-
saving and compact arrangement of two measuring channels
is possible.

FIG. 10A shows a simple block diagram of a control appa-
ratus 1010 or of a device 1010 for fill-level measuring. For
adaptation to the plurality of channels A, B, 531, 532, 632,
731, 732 or to the at least two channels provided by the
measuring apparatus 505, 605, 933, 733, a corresponding
design of the device electronics can be implemented that
makes it possible to operate at least two channels of a probe.
The connection devices on the feed in devices 504, 510, 734,
735 of the probe or the probe connections may generally be
designated with the letters A and B in order to illustrate that
these are two channels, without, however, going into the type
of'connection or the type of the coupling device. The channels
A, B may be spaced apart by means of the connection spacer
device by a distance that may correspond to a distance of the
associated connections of the feed in devices.

FIG. 10A shows that it is possible, by means of the evalu-
ation device 1011, to combine two complete electronics
inserts 1012, 1013 or electronic modules 1012, 1013 of two
individual associated control apparatuses of two arbitrary
fill-level measuring devices in order to arrive at a shared
characteristic value on the collective interface 1014. In this
arrangement the evaluation device is used for the evaluation
of two measuring results of two different measuring devices
101, 301, 401 that operate according to the single-channel
principle. The individual measuring devices, in particular the
associated control apparatus that operate according to the
single-channel principle, canalso be utilized for operating the
individual channels of a multi-channel probe. The measuring
device or an associated probe that operates according to the
single-channel principle essentially only supports carrying
out a single measurement, because it may be the case, for
example, that no further feed in device has been provided for
an additional measurement. The electronics inserts may thus
operate according to various principles, suitable for the
embodiment of the probe feed ins or the probe couplings that
are used at the connections A and B. The overall evaluation
unit 1011 offsets the individual characteristic values provided
by the electronics inserts 1012, 1013, which characteristic
values can, for example, be determined from measurements A
and B that have been carried out in parallel or in series, and
from them forms at least one shared measured value that is
provided on the shared external interface 1014. This shared
measured value may be a characteristic value that essentially
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can be determined only by carrying out at least two measure-
ments, in particular a characteristic value that essentially can
be determined only by carrying out at least two measurements
at different locations. In other words, the characteristic value
may essentially be determined only by carrying out two indi-
vidual measurements for fill-level measuring and/or limit-
level measuring.

FIG. 10B shows a block diagram of a control apparatus
1020 in which the measured-value processing of the two
channels, in particular the first measuring apparatus 10125
and the second measuring apparatus 10135, and the evalua-
tion device 1027 are integrated in a shared housing. The
measuring apparatuses 101256, 10135 can be individual fill-
level measuring devices, in particular their control appara-
tuses or evaluation electronics. The functionality of a control
apparatus 1020 according to FIG. 10B essentially corre-
sponds to the functionality of the control apparatus 1010
according to FIG. 10A, wherein the design or the electronics
of the measuring device 1012, 1013 is/are shown in greater
detail. The first measuring device 10125 comprises the high-
frequency generating unit 1021, the analog-digital converter
unit 1023 and the evaluation unit 1025, which units are
adapted for cooperating in such a manner that in combination
they can carry out a first measurement in the first measuring
channel A and can form a first measured value, e.g. a fill-level
measuring value. Furthermore, the second measuring device
10135 comprises the high-frequency generating unit 1022,
the analog-digital converter unit 1024 and the evaluation unit
1026, which units are adapted for cooperating in such a man-
ner that in combination they can carry out a second measure-
ment in the second measuring channel B and can form a
second measured value, e.g. a fill-level measuring value. For
carrying out the measurements, the control apparatus can
provide on the first connection device 1001 an electromag-
netic wave and on the second connection apparatus 1002 a
measuring signal, for example a second electromagnetic
wave. The control apparatus 1020 may comprise at least three
external interfaces. In one example the control apparatus
1020 can comprise only 3 external interfaces. Two of the
external interfaces 1001, 1002 may be used for providing a
measuring signal, and/or for receiving an echo signal, and the
third may be used as a collective interface 1014 for providing
a shared measured value. The measured values in the two
channels A, B are offset against each other by a suitable
program logic in the output unit 1027 and are provided
towards the outside via the collective interface 1014. The
output unit 1027, the first evaluation unit 1025 and the second
evaluation unit 1026 may form a shared evaluation unit or a
shared evaluation device. Measuring with the second measur-
ing apparatus B can also be implemented according to an
alternative measuring principle that differs from a guided or
freely-propagating electromagnetic wave. The high-fre-
quency unit 1022 then comprises a suitable unit for generat-
ing the measuring signal, for example a laser generating unit,
an optical signal source, an ultrasound generating unit, an
acoustic signal source, a signal source for carrying out a
capacitive measurement, and/or a signal source for carrying
out an inductive measurement. Likewise, the measuring sig-
nal is provided via a connection device 1002 that corresponds
to the measuring signal.

FIG. 10C shows a further implementation variant of a
control apparatus 1030. In the control apparatus 1030 the first
measuring device 1012¢ and the second measuring device
1013¢ with the output unit 1037 are accommodated in a
shared housing. For evaluation of the digitized echo curves or
measured values of the channels A and B, which are provided
onthe connections 1031 and 1032, the control apparatus 1030
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utilizes a shared evaluation unit 1033. Consequently, the
evaluation unit 1033 comprises precisely three connections.
By means of one connection the evaluation unit 1033 is con-
nected to the output unit 1037; by means of the second con-
nection the evaluation unit 1033 is connected to the first
channel A 1012¢; and by means of the third connection the
evaluation unit 1033 is connected to the second channel B
1013c¢. In other words, the first measuring device 1012¢ and
the second measuring device 1013¢ share a common evalua-
tion unit 1033 or evaluation device 1033.

As shown in the block diagram of FIG. 10D it can also be
provided for the first measuring device 10124 and the second
measuring device 10134 to share an A/D converter. Convert-
ing the signals of the two channels A, B to a digital presenta-
tion can be carried out with a single analog-digital converter
unit 1041 inside the control apparatus 1040. For utilizing a
shared analog-digital converter unit 1041 the control appara-
tus 1040 comprises an analog switch 1042 which forwards the
analog and low-frequency signals of the channels A, B in a
time multiplex method to the analog-digital converter unit
1041. The time multiplex method can be a time-division
multiplex method. Because of the shared utilization of the
A/D converter unit 1041 the measurements in the two chan-
nels A, B take place in a chronologically sequential manner.
For this reason the evaluation unit 1043 essentially comprises
only two connections. By way of one connection the evalua-
tion unit 1043 receives the time multiplex signal from the A/D
converter 1041. By way of the other connection said evalua-
tion unit 1043 conveys a processed signal, which it has
obtained from the measuring signals of the channels A, B, to
the output unit 1037.

The block diagram of a control apparatus 1050 of a sensor
or measuring device according to FIG. 10E shows a circuit
arrangement in which the two measuring apparatuses 1012e,
1013e share an existing high-frequency unit 1051. In order to
utilize this shared arrangement of the high-frequency unit
1051 a high-frequency change-over device 1052 is provided.
By means of'this circuit arrangement many components of the
control apparatus can be utilized in a shared manner by both
channels A, B or by both measuring apparatuses 1012e,
1013e, and consequently a simple design of the control appa-
ratus 1050 becomes possible. By means of a targeted utiliza-
tion of shared-use facilities it is possible to reduce the manu-
facturing costs of a fill-level measuring device.

In the figures FIG. 10A to FIG. 10E the shared housing of
the control apparatus can comprise the connection spacer
device 1003 which holds the connection devices 1001, 1002
and in particular the channels A, B at a particular distance
from each other. This distance may be suitable for a probe that
is to be operated by means of the respective control apparatus.
By providing different distances it is possible to implement
housing coding by means of which it can be provided for only
the matching probes to be used with a control apparatus. The
switching arrangements of figures FIG. 10A to 10E can be
implemented as an integrated circuit.

A 50 Ohm coaxial cable can be provided as a connection
device 1001, 1002 of the control apparatus or as a connection
device of the feed in device.

FIG. 11 shows a top view of a measuring apparatus 605 or
measuring arrangement of FIG. 6 which operates according
to the two-channel principle. The measuring apparatus com-
prises the standpipe 605 on which two measuring channels
531, 632 are formed by means of the spacer device 635 and/or
the partition wall 1100. The measuring channels 531, 632 are
situated inside and outside the standpipe 605. A measuring
signal, for example an electromagnetic wave, can be
impressed on these measuring channels 531, 632 by way of
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the connection devices 636, 637 of the feed in devices, which
are not shown in FIG. 12. Propagation of the measuring
signals in the channels 531, 632 takes place independently of
each other so that independently of each other a fill level can
be measured at defined positions. From the locally different
measuring results, apart from the fill level, further parameters
can be derived. The position of the measurements is essen-
tially determined by the arrangement of the spacer device
635. The connection devices 636, 637 of F1G. 12 are designed
as coaxial sockets.

FIG. 12 shows a flow chart relating to a method for oper-
ating a measuring apparatus, which operates according to the
two-channel principle, according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention. Starting from an idle state S1,
in step S2 provision of a first electromagnetic wave in a first
waveguide device 1100 by way of a first connection device
636 takes place.

Step S3 provides for measuring at least part of the first
waveguide device 1100 with a measuring device 632 or a
second waveguide device 632 that comprises a second con-
nection device 637", wherein the first connection device 636
is spaced apart from the second connection device 637" by
means of the connection spacer device 635'. The connection
spacer device 635' can be designed in the same manner as the
spacer device 635 of the probe. The spacer device can also be
formed by a shared housing in which the control apparatus is
accommodated.

In a further step S4 a first measured value of a measurement
with the first electromagnetic wave is provided on an evalu-
ation device. This measured value is obtained from evaluating
the echo curve of the first electromagnetic wave.

Essentially concurrently with step S4 or parallel to step S4,
in the step S5 the provision of a second measured value of a
measurement by means of the measuring device 632 to the
evaluation device takes place. In a further exemplary embodi-
ment the provision of the first measured value takes place
prior to the provision of the second measured value. In yet
another exemplary embodiment the provision of the first mea-
sured value takes place chronologically after the provision of
the second measured value. In a corresponding sequence the
provision of the first electromagnetic wave and of the mea-
suring signal of the measuring device 632 can take place in
step S2 or S3.

In step S6 the measuring results are taken together and/or
are evaluated. For example, the first measured value and the
second measured value are converted to a shared measured
value and the shared measured value is provided at a collec-
tive interface of the evaluation device. By way of the collec-
tive interface it is also possible to provide a parameter of the
feed material or of a container content, which parameter
differs from a fill level and indicates, for example, a media
characteristic or a mixing ratio.

In a further exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion, according to a first aspect a apparatus 501, 601,701, 801,
901 for measuring a fill level, a separating layer or an emul-
sion according to a transit time method is stated, wherein the
apparatus comprises a media-contacting standpipe 505, 605,
733 and a first evaluation unit 1025. The first evaluation unit
1025 is designed in such a manner that it can determine at
least one characteristic value relating to a first fill level, to a
first separating layer and/or to a first emulsion inside the
media-contacting standpipe 505, 605, 733, 831, 933.

The apparatus 501, 601, 701, 801, 901 further comprises a
further evaluation unit, wherein the further evaluation unit
1026 is designed in such a manner that it determines at least
one characteristic value relating to a further fill level, to a
further separating layer and/or to a further emulsion, which is
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determined outside the media-contacting standpipe 505, 605,
733, 831, 933. In an example the characteristic value is deter-
mined outside the media-contacting standpipe. For determin-
ing the at least one characteristic value relating to a further fill
level, to a further separating layer and/or to a further emulsion
a microwave is guided along the outer surface of the media-
contacting standpipe.

In a second aspect of the present invention the apparatus
according to the first aspect is stated, wherein the first evalu-
ation unit 1025 and the further evaluation unit 1026 are essen-
tially identical 1033 either partially or entirely.

In a third aspect of the present invention the apparatus
according to the first aspect or according to the second aspect
is stated, wherein the distance of the first fill level and the
distance of the further fill level from the control apparatus is
identical. The distance of the first fill level and of the further
fill level from the control apparatus may be measured along a
direction of propagation of the electromagnetic wave during
emitting.

In a fourth aspect of the present invention the apparatus
according to any one of the first to the third aspects is
described, which apparatus further comprises a unit 1011,
1027, 1033 for determining at least one characteristic value
relating to the fill level and/or to the position of a separating
layer, and/or to the composition of an emulsion, wherein to
this effect the at least one first value and the at least one further
value are used.

In a fifth aspect of the present invention the apparatus
according to the fourth aspect is described, wherein the first
evaluation unit, the further evaluation unit and/or the unit for
determining at least one characteristic value relating to the fill
level are identical either partially or entirely.

In a sixth aspect of the present invention the apparatus
according to any one of aspects one to five is stated, which
device further comprises an inner guide 603, 704 that is
guided inside the media-contacting standpipe 605, 708,
wherein the inner guide and the media-contacting standpipe
form a coaxial guide.

In a seventh aspect of the present invention the apparatus
according to the sixth aspect is stated, wherein the first evalu-
ation unit 1025 is designed for determining the at least one
characteristic value relating to a first fill level in the media-
contacting standpipe according to the principle of the guided
microwave.

In an eighth aspect of the present invention the apparatus
according to any one of aspects one to seven is stated, which
device furthermore comprises at least one casing pipe 706
that encloses the standpipe, wherein this at least one casing
pipe 706 forms the outer guide of at least one further coaxial
line 708, wherein the further evaluation unit is designed for
determining the at least one characteristic value relating to a
fill level, to the separating layer or to the emulsion with the use
of the at least one further coaxial line.

The first measuring device 703 can comprise two connec-
tions, wherein one connection is connected to the outer pipe
706, and the other connection is connected to the inner pipe
705. The second measuring device 702 can comprise two
connections, wherein one connection is connected to the
inner pipe 705, and the other connection is connected to the
bar 704. One connection may be a connecting cable.

In addition, it should be pointed out that “comprising” does
not exclude other elements or steps, and “a” or “one” does not
exclude a plural number. Furthermore, it should be pointed
out that characteristics or steps which have been described
with reference to one of the above exemplary embodiments
can also be used in combination with other characteristics or
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steps of other exemplary embodiments described above. Ref-
erence characters in the claims are not to be interpreted as
limitations.

The invention claimed is:

1. A measuring apparatus, comprising:

a first waveguide device with a first feed in device, the first

waveguide device carrying out a first measurement;

a measuring device carrying out a second measurement;

and

a spacer device

wherein the first waveguide device is adapted for dividing

a container interior into at least one first spatial region
and into a second spatial region;
wherein the first waveguide device is adapted for guiding a
first electromagnetic wave in the first spatial region,
which first electromagnetic wave has been coupled into
the first waveguide device via the first feed in device;

wherein the measuring device is adapted for carrying out
the second measurement on the first waveguide device in
the second spatial region;

wherein the first waveguide device is adapted for spacing

apart the first feed in device of the first waveguide device
from the measuring device so that the first electromag-
netic wave propagates in the first spatial region between
a first potential and a first reference potential at a prede-
terminable distance from the second spatial region pro-
vided for carrying out the second measurement by the
measuring device;

wherein the first spatial region differs from the second

spatial region;

wherein the measuring device is adapted as a second

waveguide device with a second feed in device, wherein
the second waveguide device is adapted for guiding a
second electromagnetic wave in the second spatial
region between a second potential and a second refer-
ence potential, which second electromagnetic wave has
been coupled into the second waveguide device via the
second feed in device; and

wherein the spacer device is configured for spacing apart

the first feed in device and the second feed in device and
for the assignment of the first and second potentials and
the first and second reference potentials.

2. The measuring apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the spacer device is further adapted for spacing

apart the first feed in device of the first waveguide device
from the measuring device so that the first electromag-
netic wave propagates in the first spatial region at a
predeterminable distance from the second spatial region
provided for carrying out the second measurement by
the measuring device.

3. The measuring apparatus according to claim 2, wherein
the spacer device is at least one spacer device selected from
the group of spacer devices consisting of:

a bracket;

a holder for a metal bar;

a holder for a cord;

a flange;

a container wall;

awall of a waveguide; and

an isolator.

4. The measuring apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
at least one of the first waveguide device and the second
waveguide device includes at least one waveguide device
selected from the group of waveguide devices consisting of:

an optical waveguide;

a coaxial conductor;

a hollow conductor;

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

24

a hollow conductor comprising at least one opening;

a guiding device for a microwave;

a standpipe;

a wire;

a metal bar; and

a cord.

5. The measuring apparatus according to claim 1, wherein

the first waveguide device and the second waveguide device
are arranged coaxially.

6. The measuring apparatus according to claim 1, wherein

at least one of the first waveguide device and/or the second
waveguide device includes an end;

wherein through this end a reference line extends so as to
be perpendicular to a direction of propagation of the
electromagnetic wave; and/or

wherein the first feed in device and the second feed in
device are arranged in the equal space relative to this
reference line.

7. The measuring apparatus according to claim 1, wherein

at least one of the first feed in device and the second feed in
device includes at least one feed in device selected from the
group of feed in devices consisting of:

a strip conductor;

an inductive coupler;

a capacitive coupler;

a loop coupling;

a pin coupling; and

a hole coupling.

8. The measuring apparatus according to claim 1, wherein

the first feed in device and the second feed in device include
a connection device, and wherein the connection device is at
least one connection device selected from the group of con-
nection devices consisting of:

a high-frequency plug;

a 50 Ohm coaxial plug;

a high-frequency socket;

a 50 Ohm coaxial socket;

a high-frequency adapter;

a circulator; and

a directional coupler.

9. The measuring apparatus according to claim 1, wherein

the measuring apparatus is adapted as a probe for a fill-level
measuring device and/or for a limit-level measuring device.

10. A control apparatus, comprising:

an evaluation device;

a first measuring device with a first connection device;

a second measuring device with a second connection
device;

a connection spacer device;

a collective interface;

wherein the first measuring device and the second measur-
ing device are connected to the evaluation device;

wherein the first measuring device is adapted for providing
a first electromagnetic wave via the first connection
device for a first spatial region of a first waveguide
device;

wherein the second measuring device is adapted for pro-
viding a measuring signal for measuring at least part of
the first waveguide device in a second spatial region via
the second connection device;

wherein the first connection device is spaced apart from the
second connection device by the connection spacer
device so that the first electromagnetic wave is provided
at a distance from the measuring signal, which distance
is predeterminable by the connection spacer device;
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wherein the first measuring apparatus is adapted for pro-
viding a first measured value of a first measurement with
the first electromagnetic wave to the evaluation device;

wherein the second measuring apparatus is adapted for
providing a second measured value of a second measure-
ment with the measuring signal to the evaluation device;

wherein the evaluation device is adapted for converting the
first measured value and the second measured value to a
shared measured value and for providing the shared
measured value to the collective interface.

wherein the measuring signal is a second electromagnetic
wave; and

wherein the control apparatus further comprising:

a shared generator generating the first electromagnetic
wave and the second electromagnetic wave; and

a distribution device

adapted for distributing the first electromagnetic wave to
the first connection device, and the second electromag-
netic wave to the second connection device.

11. A method for operating a measuring apparatus, com-

prising:

generating a first electromagnetic wave and a second elec-
tromagnetic wave in a shared generator;

providing the first electromagnetic wave in a first spatial
region of a first waveguide device via a first connection
device;

measuring at least part of the first waveguide device with a
measuring device in a second spatial region that com-
prises a second connection device, wherein the first con-
nection device is spaced apart from the second connec-
tion device by a connection spacer device;

providing a first measured value of a first measurement
with the first electromagnetic wave to an evaluation
device;

providing the second electromagnetic wave with the mea-
suring device to the second connection device;
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providing the second measured value of a second measure-
ment with the second electromagnetic wave to the evalu-
ation device; and

converting the first measured value and the second mea-

sured value to a shared measured value and providing the
shared measured value to a collective interface of the
evaluation device.

12. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium,
wherein the computer-readable storage medium comprises a
program code which when executed by a processor instructs
the processor to carry out the following steps:

generating a first electromagnetic wave and a second elec-

tromagnetic wave in a shared generator;

providing the first electromagnetic wave in a first spatial

region of a first waveguide device via a first connection
device;

measuring at least part of the first waveguide device with a

measuring device in a second spatial region that com-
prises a second connection device, wherein the first con-
nection device is spaced apart from the second connec-
tion device by a connection spacer device;

providing a first measured value of a first measurement

with the first electromagnetic wave to an evaluation
device;

providing a second measured value of a second measure-

ment with the measuring device to the evaluation device;
providing the second electromagnetic wave with the mea-
suring device to the second connection device;
providing a second measured value of the second measure-
ment with the second electromagnetic wave to the evalu-
ation device; and
converting the first measured value and the second mea-
sured value to a shared measured value and providing the
shared measured value to a collective interface of the
evaluation device.
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